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Michigan Technological University 

Industrial Archaeology Field School 
SS 3210/SS 5700 

Summer Track A: May 15 - June 30, 2013 
 

 
Dr. Timothy James Scarlett 
Associate Professor of Archaeology 

Department of Social Sciences  

Email: scarlett@mtu.edu 
 

Dr. Sam Sweitz 
Associate Professor of Anthropology and Archaeology 

Department of Social Sciences  

Email: srsweitz@mtu.edu 
 

Ms. Lee Presley, MA 
Assistant Archaeologist 

Department of Social Sciences 

Email: lsweitz@mtu.edu 

 

Mr. Sean Gohman, MA 
Assistant Archaeologist 

Department of Social Sciences  

Email: smgohman@mtu.edu 

 

Course Location 
 
Cliff Mine Site, Keweenaw County, Michigan 

 

Course Information 

This course introduces students to the practice of fieldwork in industrial archaeology.   

Students in the class engage in discovery-based, experiential learning by conducting 

archaeological survey, field archaeology, site recordation, technical drawing, remote 

sensing, and all manner of data recording as part of a collaborative team.  The learning 

experience will be supplemented by readings, lectures, and discussions, but is primarily 

centered on hands-on research.  Selected field trips and guest lectures will further 

enhance student learning opportunities as part of the field school.   
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Learning Objectives 

Upon completing the course, both undergraduate and graduate students will: 

1. Have developed entry-level skills in archaeological excavation, survey, and mapping. 

You will understand the practice and purpose of the archaeology of mining and 

household archaeology as parts of industrial and historical archaeology. 

2. You will begin developing tools and skills essential to conducting the entire trajectory 

of field research, from conceptualization of research questions, creation of a research 

design, execution of research, analyses, and the reporting of research results. 

3. You will begin to hone skills for the practice of public archaeology, including site 

interpretation, public speaking, and writing for public audiences. 

In addition, graduate students will: 

4. Understand the ways in which basic fieldwork research on objects, buildings, features, 

sites, and landscape provide sources of new information about industrialization, industrial 

communities, technological systems, and environmental history. 

5. You will be able to articulate the ways in which field data are used by historians of 

technology, archaeologists, anthropologists, architectural historians, and material culture 

researchers. 

6. You will be able to articulate a sophisticated example of the relationships between 

stakeholder communities and industrial heritage using the Cliff Mine and Clifton as 

illustrations. 

Required Readings 

Weekly readings will be assigned and will be available on the course Canvas page. 

 

 

Grading Criteria 

Your course grade will be the sum of your participation in fieldwork, written work 

(journals and blog entries), and quiz scores, divided by a possible 240 points for the class. 

  

The Course grade is comprised of the following: fieldwork (7 weeks x 10 points = 70 

points or 30.5%), weekly journal entries (7 x 10 points = 70 points or 30.5%), one blog 

post (1 x 40 points = 40 points or 17%), and five quizzes (5 x 10 points = 50 points or 

22%).  
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Letter grades for fieldwork, written work, and quizzes will be assigned according to the 

following scale:  

 

A = 100 – 90%, AB = 89.9 – 88, B = 87.9 – 80%, BC = 79.9 – 78, C = 77.9 – 70%, 

CD = 69.9 – 68, D = 67.9 – 60%, F = 59.9 – 0% 
 

Fieldwork will be graded weekly on a 10 point scale with each student being evaluated 

according to the following point and descriptive system: 

 

A = 10 pts. / AB = 9 pts. / B = 8.5 pts. / BC = 8 pts. / C = 7.5 pts. / D = 6 pts. / F = 0 pts. 

 

A: This student was an outstanding member of the research team.   

- She or he was conscientious in investing intellectual, physical, and emotional effort in 

their work. This student kept neat and complete field notes, consistently and effectively 

completed forms, and maintained a complete research journal.   

- This student clearly identified a set of skills they hoped to master over the course of the 

week and worked to accomplish those tasks.  They participated actively in discussions 

and lectures and exhibited intellectual curiosity about the material and field 

opportunities presented.  

- She or he exhibited diligent care in their conduct on the site, including their interactions 

with fellow students, community members, and other public visitors. 

- She or he worked hard to acquire new information or skills and then translate that 

information to site visitors and guests. 

 

AB: Between A and B. 

 

B: This student generally invested intellectual, physical, and emotional effort in the 

project and their research team.  He or she generally made constructive contributions. 

This student kept neat and complete field notes, consistently and effectively completed 

forms, and maintained a complete research journal. 

- This student worked to learn most of the skills of archaeological fieldwork.  He or she 

generally participated in discussions and lectures. 

- She or he exhibited diligent care in their conduct on the site, including their interactions 

with fellow students, community members, and other public visitors. 

 

BC: Between B and C 

 

C: This student did the physical work and occasionally invested intellectual or emotional 

effort in the project and the research team.  The research team could sometimes count 

on their support.  Their paperwork was sometimes complete, but needed to be checked 

and revised often. 

- This student rarely completed assigned readings and/or only participated in   discussions 

and lectures when called upon by the instructor or leader of discussions. 

- She or he generally comported her or himself acceptably on the site, including their 

interactions with fellow students, community members, and other public visitors. 
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D: This student invested minimal intellectual or emotional effort into the project and 

research and did not contribute in a substantive way to the research team.  

 

F: This student was unwilling or unable to conscientiously conduct her or himself as part 

of a research team studying archaeological heritage.  He or she may have been 

intentionally threatening, disruptive, reckless, or otherwise exhibited behaviors 

unacceptable in a university environment.   

 

Students will be required to keep a field journal in which they document their daily 

activities, observations, and insights on their field experiences.  Student journals will be 

collected at the end of each week and graded based on the same 10 point scale as 

fieldwork.  Students will be evaluated on the completeness and thoroughness of their 

entries. 

 

Each student will be required to write one blog post concerning their field experiences, 

updating the public on events at the site.   

 

Five quizzes will be given over the course of the field school covering information 

presented in lectures and readings. 

 

Schedule 

The field school will be in session from Wednesday through Sunday over the course of 

the seven weeks of Summer Track A.  This schedule will maximize our ability to conduct 

public outreach on weekends and will facilitate students enrolled in other Track A 

courses to maximize their time in the field.  We will generally work from 8:30 – 5:00 pm.   

A complete schedule detailing fieldwork, lectures, and field trips will be distributed at the 

beginning of each week.       

We will be working on the following days: 

 

Week 1: May 15-19  

Week 2: May 22-26  

Week 3: May 29-June 2  

Week 4: June 5-9  

Week 5: June 12-16  

Week 6: June 19-23  

Week 7: June 26-30  


